[Physico-chemical and immunochemical characteristics of molecular forms of carcinoembryonic antigen (CEA) not bound with concanavalin A].
A molecular form of CEA non-binding Con A (CEAnC) was isolated from colon adenocarcinoma metastases in liver as a fraction of CEA having no affinity to Con-A-Sepharose. CEAnC was shown to be immunochemically identical to CEA, but to differ substantially with regard to the amino acid and sugar composition, and structure of the sugar moiety, possibly containing non only N-, but also O-glycosyl carbohydrate chains. The antigens studied were also found to possess different spatial structures. The differences between CEA and CEAnC suggest CEAnC to be a new molecular form of CEA.